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For many, the Christian hope consists in 
getting saved in order to go to heaven when 
we die. However, this is simply not what the 
Bible teaches.  

The Bible, from Genesis to Revelation tells us 
about a God who created us in order to be 
with us because He loves us. The Christian 
hope has never been about geography (where 
we will go when we die) but relationship (how 
can we be with God in the present and for all 
of eternity). Maybe that’s why the God of the 
Bible so often shows up in people’s homes 
(Genesis 18).  

Hospitality is a theme that is woven 
throughout the Bible. From the Garden of 
Eden to the heavenly Jerusalem that descends 
from heaven to earth, God is preparing us for a 
life with Him. In fact, the preposition with is 
one of the most important in the Christian 
faith.  

The Trinity, also known as the Community-of-
Love practices divine hospitality among its 
members (John 15:9-10). Our redemption 
consists in participating with them in the 
divine nature (2 Peter 1:4).  

When we think about what it means to share 
in the life of the Trinity, we realize that 
Christian discipleship is more than just about 
getting to heaven or being good, respectable 
Christians. Our salvation means that we 
participate in the divine life by sharing that 
divine life with others through witness to the 
resurrected Jesus. We strive to embody the life 
and ministry of Jesus, opening up our hearts 
and minds to others, loving others just as 
Christ has loved us.  

In other words, we share the God-life with 
others through hospitality, hospitality that 
reflects the life of the Trinity. 

The Hospitality of Abraham by Andrei Rublev 

What is Christian hospitality?  

Christian hospital ity is not Southern 
hospitality. It is not entertaining other people. 
It is not inviting those who have previously 
invited us into their homes. Luke 14:12-14 
states: 



Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a 
luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, 
your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your 
rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you 
back and so you will be repaid. But when you 
give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. 
Although they cannot repay you, you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

Biblical scholar and poet, Eugene Peterson 
translates this Gospel text in a poignant way 
that brings to life the admonition of Jesus:  
 
Then he turned to the host. “The next time you 
put on a dinner, don’t just invite your friends and 
family and rich neighbors, the kind of people 
who will return the favor. Invite some people 
who never get invited out, the misfits from the 
wrong side of the tracks. You’ll be—and 
experience—a blessing. They won’t be able to 
return the favor, but the favor will be returned—
oh, how it will be returned!—at the resurrection 
of God’s people.” 

The following passage is from The Gospel 
Comes with a House Key by Rosaria Butterfield: 

Radical ordinary hospitality is this: using your 
Christian home in a daily way that seeks to 
make strangers neighbors, and neighbors 
family of God. It brings glory to God, serves 
others, and lives out the gospel in word and 
deed. . . . The purpose of radically ordinary 
hospitality is to build, focus, deepen, and 
strengthen the family of God, pointing others 
to the Bible-believing local church, and being 
earthly and spiritual good to everyone we 
know.  

When our Christian homes are open, we make 
transparent to a watching world what Christ is 
doing with our bodies, our families, and our 
world. When we daily gather with family of 
God in organic and open and communal ways 
and invite those who do not yet know Christ 
to enter, we accompany one another in 
suffering. We bear one another’s burdens. We 
show a watching world what servant prayer 

sounds like — talking to God, knowing that 
we are, through the merits of Christ, on good 
terms with him, and that our daily needs are 
his concern. When our Christian homes are 
open, our unsaved neighbors watch us 
struggle with our own sins. . . .  

For Christians to maintain an authentic 
Christian witness to a world that mistrusts us 
(at the very least), we must be transparently 
hospitable. The Christian life is a cross-bearing 
life, and the Word of God calls and equips 
God’s people to holy living. All our neighbors 
must know that we live different from the 
world, and they will know as we live visibly 
within the means of grace . . . and we must be 
unmistakably hospitable.  

Radically ordinary hospitality may resemble 
the social-gospel practices of liberal churches 
and non-Christian mercy communities, for 
radically ordinary hospitality engages in some 
of the same practices: we gather people in 
close, we feed and clothe the poor, we accept 
people where they are, we care for the needs 
of the body, and we seek to restore the dignity 
of each human being. But here is the big 
difference: radically ordinary hospitality 
practiced by biblical Christians views 
struggling people as image bearers of a holy 
God, needing faith in Christ alone, belief in 
Jesus and the rescuer of his people, 
repentance of sin, and covenant family within 
the church. 

Further reading:  

Christine D. Pohl, Making Room: Recovering 
Hospitality as a Christian Tradition. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1999.  

Joshua W. Jipp, Saved by Faith and Hospitality. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2017.  

Henri J.M. Nouwen, Reaching Out: The Three 
Movements of the Spiritual Life. New York: 
Doubleday, 1986.  

Jean Vanier, Befriending the Stranger. New York: 
Paulist Press, 2005.  
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Hospitality in the Early Church  

The early church, from its beginnings was a 
generous, hospitable community of love and 
self sacrifice. Acts 2:32-35 states:  

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No 
one claimed that any of their possessions was 
their own, but they shared everything they had. 
With great power the apostles continued to 
testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And 
God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them 
all that there were no needy persons among 
them. For from time to time those who owned 
land or houses sold them, brought the money 
from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, 
and it was distributed to anyone who had need. 

The early church continues to challenge us 
today.  

Gregory of Nyssa (ca. 330 - ca. 395) offered the 
following plea for Christian hospitality in his 
sermon, Homily Concerning Almsgiving.  

Now is the opportune time to be ungrudging 
towards the naked and unclothed since a 
multitude of captives is at our door. There is no 
lack of strangers and wanderers, and the 
seeking hand is always extended. For all these 
people their homes include the open sky, inns, 
plazas, streets, and deserted market places. 
They dwell in caves like night ravens and owls 
(Psalm 102:6), and their clothing is torn rags. 
The farmer takes notice of them and shows 
mercy. If any food falls their way, they jump 
upon it. Springs provide water for animals, and 
holes in the ground acts as their storehouse 
from which they do not allow anything to 
escape but keep close guard over them. Knees 
held together form a table and the ground is 
their bed. A river or pool freely bestowed by 
God forms a bath which does not require 
construction. A wanderer out in the fields did 
not live like this from the beginning but only 
as a result of calamities and necessity.  

A person who fasts is supplied with life’s 
necessities is sufficient reason why we should 
be generous towards our unfortunate 
brethren. Give to the poor anything you 
greedily consume. Let the just fear of God 
provide for your compensation. Exercise a 
healthy self-control by showing discretion 
between two conflicting affections, your 
satiety and your brother’s hunger. Doctors 
perform their work in a similar fashion. They 
drain some patients of fluids and give them to 
others in order to preserve the health of both 
by addition and discharge. Pay attention to 
sound advice. 

Let reason open wide your gates. Allow advice 
coming from those in want to affect the 
wealthy. Do not enrich the impoverished by 
argumentation. When they hear the eternal 
Word of God, let it give them a home. Provide 
the needy from your own abundance. . . . 

But you say, “I am poor”. Even so, give what 
you have. God does not seek that which is 
beyond your strength. Give your bread; to one, 
give a drink of wine and to another, a garment. 
In this way the charity of many dissolves the 
misfortune of one person. Moses did not 
receive money for the tent of worship from 
one individual but from everyone (Exodus 
35:5). Some brought much gold and others 
brought silver, while the poor brought skins or 
goat hair. Do you not see that the offering of 
the widow surpasses the one from rich man? 
She gave everything in her possession (Mark 
12:42).  

Source: Amy G. Oden, ed., And You Welcomed 
Me: A Sourcebook on Hospitality in Early 
Christianity. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 
2001. 
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