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The Good News of the 
Kingdom of God for Europe Jonathan Hanegan



John 15:4-5

Abide in me as I abide in you. 



Challenges

What are some of the challenges 
that face the European church at 

the moment? 


• Enlightenment rationalism 


• Postmodernism 


• Christendom


• Spiritualization of the Kingdom


• Denial of the supernatural, evil 



Challenges

• Idolatry  


• Individualism


• Isolationism 


• Religious pluralism 


• Consumerism 


• Dehumanization 



Challenges

• Liquid modernity 


• Liquid love 


• Death of God


• Death of neighbor 


• Immigration 


• Radical extremism 


• Paganization of the Gospel 



The work of Jesus

• What challenges did the 
disciples of Jesus face in  
1st century Palestine? 


• How did Jesus bring about the 
inauguration of the Kingdom? 



The work of Jesus

• What is the Good News for 
Europe today? 


• What does it look like to live 
the Good News in Europe 
today?  



4 keys to an 
incarnated witness of 
the Gospel in Europe 



Incarnated witness 

• Christ-centered spirituality 


• Incarnational ministry 


• Prophetic ecclesiology 


• Realized eschatology 





Walking with Jesus, the Good 
Life, and the Secular City Jonathan Hanegan



Jesus, the Good Life, and the Secular City

What is the Good Life and how  
does it relate to human flourishing?  

What role does the city play in the  
theological imaginary of Scripture?  

Does the Scripture suggest a bias  
toward rural or urban living? 



“Obedience” 
– George MacDonald

I said, “Let me walk in the fields”. 
He said, “No, walk in the town".  

I said, “There are no flowers there”. 
He said, “No flowers, but a crown”.



Bookends of creation

A verdant garden


• Genesis 2:4-3:22


A thriving and verdant city 


• Revelation 21:1-22:7



The urban beginnings 
of Christianity 



Can the Good Life be achieved in the city? 



What is secularism? 





Secularism according to Charles Taylor 

1. Religious preference is a private matter.  

2. Secularity is the decline of religious practice.  

3. A move from a society where belief in God is 
unchallenged and indeed, unproblematic, to one  
in which it is understood to be one option among 
others, and frequently not the easiest to embrace. 



Secularism according to Charles Taylor 

• What are people searching for? Fullness.  

• What are people experiencing? Exile, melancholy?  

• What are people aspiring to? Stability.  

• What is stability? Transcendence. 



Belief today

Who is a believer? 


Who is an unbeliever? 


The state of belief today. 



What is human 
flourishing?  
 
The Good Life? 



How is the Good Life  
connected to the mission of God? 



Recovering the 
Christian tradition for 
21st century Europe



Christian Tradition

Exodus as a matrix for 
interpreting the Christian 
experience of redemption 


Exodus 1 and 2, 
especially  2:23-25




Christian Tradition

Salvation as theosis,  
union with God


1 John 1:1-4




Christian Tradition

Virtue and character 
development as an  
integral part of the  
Good Life 


Matthew 5:48




An exercise in 
prophetic imagination 

Invisible Cities 
Italo Calvino 





Walking with Jesus,  
Radical Discipleship,  

and the Gospel of Mark
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Walking with Jesus in 
the Gospel of Mark 



Mark 1:1, 15 NRSV 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God.  

 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 

has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.”



The Jesus  
of the passion



The  
incomprehensible 
Jesus 



The Jesus of Galilee 



Jesus, the disruptor, 
the prophet 



Jesus the exorcist 



Jesus as Son  
of God and King



The Messianic secret 
in the Gospel of Mark



In what ways have we  
domesticated Jesus and discipleship? 



Radical discipleship 

Mark 1:17-20


Mark 2:13-14


Mark 8:34-38



Discipleship: 
 

joining Jesus on the way to execution



Polycarp on martyrdom



What does it look like when European 
churches take discipleship seriously? 



Can ministry or church activities  
get in the way of discipleship? 





Walking with Jesus by 
Serving the Poor and 

Marginalized
Jonathan Hanegan



Luke 4:18-19 NRSV 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
because he has anointed me  

to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind,  

to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”



The problem  
of perception 

Tant il est difficile de 
s’entendre mon cher 

ange, et tant la pensé est 
incommunicable, même 

entre gens que s’aiment !


Charles Baudelaire  



The problem  
of perception

I am invisible, understand, 
simply because people 
refuse to see me. . . . 
When they approach  
me they see only my 

surroundings, themselves, 
or figments of their 

imagination — indeed, 
everything and anything 

except me.  

Ralph Ellison



– Adela Cortina

Aporofobia 

“fear of the poor”



Yahweh, the “God who sees” 

• Yahweh sees Agar — Genesis 16:13 

• Yahweh sees the Israelites — Exodus 2:23-25 

• Jesus saw the lost sheep of Israel — Matthew 9:36 

• Yahweh wants to be seen in Jesus — John 1:14



How often do we genuinely discern the 
presence or “see” our neighbors? 



Learning to see 

“It is necessary to learn  
how to read, how you  

must learn to see,  
and learn to live.”


Vincent Van Gogh

Letter to Theo, 133F 



Jesus’ teachings 
about the poor

Jesus’ life and ministry


Nazareth Manifesto 
Luke 4:16-30 

 
Rich Man and Lazarus 

Luke 16:19-31 
 

Rich Young Ruler 
Luke 18:18-30 // 

 
Jesus and Zacchaeus 

Luke 19:1-10



Early church

Basil the Great  
330-379


John Chrysostom 
c. 349-407



Latin America 

Fuera de los pobres  
no hay salvación


Can the church continue 
the ministry of Jesus apart 
from service to the poor? 





Walking with Jesus  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Leviticus 19:33-34

When a person is a resident with you in your 
country, you will not wrong him. The person 

who is a resident with you is to be for you like a 
native among you. You are to be loyal to him as 
someone like you, because you were residents 
in the country of Egypt. I am Yahweh your God. 



Colonialism 

Is there any connection 
between colonialism  

and the recent waves of 
immigrants arriving  

in Europe? 


Soft power colonialism



Immigration

 
 

What are the causes of  
mass migration from 

Africa and Asia to 
Europe? 



Immigration

 
 

How is the church 
responding?  



From fear to love 

ξένος + ϕοβία vs. ϕιλοξενία

xenofobia vs. philoxenia


Fear of the other  
 

vs. 
 

love of the other 
 lit. hospitality 



Hospitality in the OT 



Hospitality in the OT 

Genesis 18


1. Arrival of the guest


2. Reception of the guest


3. Service to the guest 


4. Words of the guest


5. Listening and reception of the 
guest’s words


6. Farewell to the guest 



Hospitality in the OT 

A foreigner, a stranger 
might bear a message 

from Yahweh



– Mekh Y

All who receive a fellow man, it is as if he 
receives the shekina. 



– B. Shebu

It is better to receive a traveler than  
to receive the divine presence. 



Hospitality in the OT 

To receive the poor is to 
serve Yahweh is 
neighborly love.  

To receive a stranger is to 
receive a bearer of a 
message from God. 



Hospitality in the NT 



Hospitality in the NT

Hospitality for missionaries  
and itinerant teachers 

 
Matthew 10:40-41


 
 

Hospitality for Christians  
far away from home


Matthew 10:42 



Hospitality in the NT 

Our treatment of the least of 
these brothers and sisters 

 
Matthew 25:31-46


 
 

The commissioning of  
the disciples


Mark 6:8-9 



Hospitality in the NT 

Philoxenia is an expression  
of love for the brethren


Romans 12:13; Hebrews 13:2


All Christians should be 
hospitable, especially the 

overseers of the community


1 Peter 4:9; 1 Timothy 3:2; 
Titus 1:8 



Hospitality in the NT 

Theoxenia


the belief that God can 
manifest himself as a 

stranger 
 

Matthew 25:31-46 
Luke 24:13-35 
John 20:11-18 

Acts 14:11 
Revelation 3:20



Moving from 
complicity to 
communion 



From Complicity  
to communion 

Will we be complicit in  
the dehumanization  

of immigrants?  

Will we deny their 
humanity and treat them 

as a threat to national 
security, to our economy 
and to “our way of life”  

or culture? 



From Complicity  
to communion 

Will we seek to bring them  
into communion with God  
and with Christ’s body?  



From Complicity  
to communion 

Will we act out  
of fear or love?   



Global Christianity

What are the current 
trends in global 

Christianity?   



Global Christianity

Will we take majority 
world Christianity 

seriously? 


Will we take their 
spirituality and their 
theology seriously? 



Global Christianity

Will we incorporate their 
expressions of faith into  

our local churches? 


Will we understand that 
welcoming the foreigner 

does not necessarily 
mean “cultural 
assimilation”? 



Conclusion

The Noise of Politics


- Walter Brueggemann 




